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“ ...the principle that a taxing statute should be strictly construed is well

settled.It is equally tirte that the intention of the Legislature is primarily

to be ygathered from the words used in the statute. Once it is shown that

an assessee falls within the letter of the law, he must be taxed

however great the hardship may appear to the judicial mind to be.
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On the principles of interpretation of taxing statutes, the following

passage from the opinion of Late Rowlatt, J. In Cape Brandy Syndicate Vs.
Inland Revenue Commissioner’s 1921 (1) & 64, 71 has become the locus

classicus and has been quoted with approval in a number of decisions of this court:
« in a taxing act, one has to look merely at what is

clearly said. There is no room for any intendment. There is

no_equity about a tax. There is no presumption as to a tax.

Nothing is to be read in, nothing is to be 1mplled One can

only look fairly at the language used.” (AR1—20)
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