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The aforesaid observations show that the mere use of the words the 
first assessing authority" in sub-rule (7) of Rule 12 cannot and does not 
mean, in the context and scheme of the enactments concerned herein, that 
the appellate authorities do not have the power to receive Form-C in 
appeal. This power can of course be exercised only where sufficient cause 
is shown by the dealer for not filing them up to the time of assessment 
before the first assessing authority. If in a given case, a dealer had 
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obtained further time from the first assessing authority and yet failed to 

produce them before him, it is obvious that the appellate authority would 
adopt a stiffer standard in judging the sufficient cause shown by the dealer 
for not producing them earlier. It is necessary to reiterate that receipt of 
those forms in appeal cannot be a matter of course; it should be allowed 
only where sufficient cause is established by the dealer for not producing 
them before the first assessing authority as contemplated by Rule 12(7). 
The requirement of the said sub-rule cannot be excluded consideration by 
the appellate court, while judging the sufficiency of the cause shown. It 
must be remembered that is the primary obligation of the dealer and his 

failure to abide by it must be properly explained." 
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