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..... _If the Sales Tax Officer was competent to levy sales fax on the
assessee in respect of those assessment years, he was equally competent to
levy penalty on the assessee in respect of the offences committed during
those years. In our opinion, the High Court did not properly appreciate the
legal position in this case. The High Court was wrong in thinking that the
proceedings initiated on January 8, 1960, stood terminated as a result of the
subsequent notices issued by the Sales Tax Officer. The notices issued by
him are not statutory notices. Under section 10-A of the Act, the Sales Tax
Officer was only required to give reasonable opportunity to the assessee 10
show cause why penalty should not be imposed on him."
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