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"We are of the opinion that the view taken by the learned single 

Judge as well as by the Division Bench cannot he sustained and the 

same is set aside. The Collector shall determine what was the 

valuation of the instrument on the basis of the market value of the 

property at the date when the document was tendered by the 

respondent for registration, and the respondent shall pay the stamp 

duty charges and surcharges, if any, as assessed by the Collector as 

per the provisions of the Act." 
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18. There is also a challenge to Rule 59-B of the Stamp Rules, 1955. 
Rule 59-B. which is reproduced as under :-- 

"The market value shall be assessed by the registering officer, 
taking into consideration all facts affecting duty, on the basis of 
the rates recommended by the District Level Committee as 
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constituted by the Government from time to time or the rates 
approved by the Registration and Stamps Department from time 
to time or the highest rate of similar property in index II, 

whichever is higher." 

19. However, Mr. Singhvi completely failed to show how Rule 59-B 
is ultra vires. Merely submitting that Rules are ultra vires it would 

not become ultra vires. There is no vagueness in Rule 59-13. 

20. Rule 59-B .provides a complete procedure for assessing the 

market value by the Registering Officer. He has to take into 

consideration all facts affecting duty on the basis of rates 
recommended by the District Level Committee which consists of 
three expert persons, constituted by the Government from time 

to time. Only submission made by Mr. Singhvi was that the 

Registering Authority has to exercise quasi-judicial function, 

therefore, his powers cannot be curtailed by the recommendation of 

the District Level Committee. This submission cannot be accepted 

for the simple reason that there is a complete procedure prescribed 

for District Level Committee for assessing the prices. Under Rule 

59-B the Registering Authority has to take into consideration, (1) 
the rates recommended by the District Level Committee, or (ii) 
the rates approved by the Registration and Stamps Department, 
or (iii) the highest rate of similar property shown in Index II. 
Thereafter, the Registering Authority has to assess the market 
value whichever is higher. Thus, it cannot be said that it curtails the 

power of Registering Authority. On the contrary it gives three 
options to the Registering Authority for assessing the market value. 
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