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"In my view, the order of the Tax Board deserves to be upheld for the reason 
that the declaration form, which was obtained by the asessee, was available with 
them, and which was produced immediately on demand, and even on the same 
day of intercepting the vehicle. Admittedly, it is not a cast that the declaration 
form was obtained subsequent to the dispatch of the goods or after being 
intercepted by the authorized officer of the Revenue, and admittedly the vehicle 
was checked on June 23, 1999 on an information giving by the vehicle incharge 
to the assessee, he appeared before the authorized officer himself on the same 
day, i.e. June 23, 1999 and produced decalaration form ST-18C, therefore, once 
it is a finding of fact given by the assessing officer that the declaration form was 
produced on the same day on June 23, 1999 when the vehicle was intercepted, in 
my view, in the light of the judgment rendered by the honouable apex court in 
the case of D.P. Metals [20011 124 STC 611 (SC)' 120021 1 SCC 279 and in the 
light of the rule 54 of the RST Rules, which postulate that principle of natural 
justice demand that an opportunity should be given and therefore, it is a clear 
cut case where the declaration form, though mandatory, required to be carried 
with the vehicle but the driver/vehicle incharge forgot to carry the same, which 
was immediately produced on demand that too on same day." 
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